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November 22, 1989

Mr. Alfred C. Sl~.s

Chairman
rederal Communication Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washinq~on, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Sikes:

~li. corre.pondence r.!eren~ea my letter to you of N0gember
5, 1989. That letter re;uested.that the rederal Communication
Commi.sion qrant KMTF, ~ne Public Television Broadc.at St.t1on in
the d1strict t repre.ent, a translator conatruction permit. I
should like to amend my :~rev1ou. letter with the follow:Ln9 two
points which detail furt,er why I believe tha~ ~he ICC ehould
qran~ I<M'1'!' a tranalator ·;onatruction permi t.

1!'1rlt, I<MTF fully u:lderstands that wi th the advent of hiqh
definition television (H1~TV), current tranalatO&-1 shall b.
renclet"ed unu.able. Howl!ver, wi th ~he perfection of BDTV still a
number ot years away, th.,.e 'llfho cannot afford cable television
shall be denied the advantaq•• of f&-.e broadcast Public
Television for an un.p.c::~f1.d period of time. The NTIA Journal
state. that an "adequate siqnal extenaion may be realized by the
use of major repeaters and translators retranamittin9 the ai;nala
of already-exist1nq atat:.ons." Aqain, with the conltruction of
the translator, I<M'l'!' sha:.l ~rovide the Bakersfield a&-e. w1t.'1 fr••
public television.

Second, the ne.d for this free .erv1ce is <:1te4 in the lame
NT!A report. On p_ge th2'" of the introduc'e1on, laJcel".~j,.lcl il
listed alone of 13 "majc)r markets unserved ~y a p[o14<;"1;
~ublic televilion atatiol\." Aqain, with the tranal_tor I kMrf
shall offer the aaker,t1tlld "rea Publ.ic Television at no charge.

r believe that the ;.ublic, r.ich or poor, Ihoule! have an
opportunity to enjoy the educational and cultural beneti'el of
Public Television. Thua, t aqa1n re.pectfully reque.t that the
ree review and qrant KMTJ"a translator con.truction appl1cat1on.

Sincerely your.,
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No?ember 6,1989

Mr. Alfred C. Sikes
Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Sikes:

I have been contacted by KMTF, the public television station
from my district in California. The lette~ is in reference to a
ruling by the Federal Communication Commission to deny KMTF a
translator owing to a "free::e" in advanced television systems. I
have included a copy of that l~rter for 'leur consideration.

I should like to concu= wi~h the foll~,.... ing points that KMTF
makes in favor of granting t~e translator ~onstruction permit and
I ask that the Fede~al Communication Commission ~econsider KMTF's
original proposal to grant ~hat permit.

The denial of KMTF's t=an~lator appli~atiqn shall simply
limit the availability of Public Broadcasting to those who can
afford a monthly cable tele~ision bill. This limitation appears
to be contrary to the founding pr~nciples of public television,
that "quality programming is available to the public free of
charge.

Over the past 15 years, KCET's coverage of events that have
focused on the San Joaquin Valley are very limited in number.
KMTF's interest in the local community makes it the logical
source to produce and br~adcasT ~torte5 of interest to Valley
residents.
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Mr. Alfred C. Sikes
November 6,1989
Page 2

Without the translator it would be impossible to bring
comprehensive c~verage of local community events to those unable
to afford cable. I therefore respectfully request that the
Federal Communication Commission again review, and grant, KMTF's
application for a translator construction permit.

Member of Congress

Enclosures



EXHIBIT 8

Congressional Letters Written in Support of
Community Television of Southern California's

Channel 39 Television Application



Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn

TheodOre D. Frank
(202) 857·6016

Washington SQuare 1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20036·5339

May 22, 1989

1~~)i:IT~i\7fEm
MAY 23 1989

flETCHER, HEALD
l Hl..OAE'fIi

Mr. Edward J. Minkel
Managing Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 852
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Minkel I

I am writing on behalf of Community Television of
Southern California, applicant for a new noncam.ercial educa­
tional television station in Bakersfield, California (FCC Pile
No. BPET-881012KB) concerning the attached letter to Chairman
Patrick from Congre.saan David Drier. Aa that letter indi­
cates, Co..unity Television's application is mutually exclusive
with the application of KMTF Channel 18, Inc. for the same
facilities. (FCC Pile No. BPET-881230KG). Co..unity Televi­
sion believes that this letter come. within the Note to Section
1.1202 of the Ca.ai••ion'. rule., but it ia serving in on you
so that it can be placed in the appropriate Cam.is.ion public
file. A copy is also being served on coun.el for KMTF Channel
18.

If there are any questions concerning this matter,
please let me know.

Very Truly .Your.,

CCI

Theodore D. Frank
Counsel for C~nity of

Southern California

Richard Hildreth, Esquire~

Telephone: (202) 857·6000 Cable: ARFOX Telex: WU 892672 lli 440266 TeIeCOf)ier: (202) 857·8395
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Co••1••1one~ Denni. R. 'atrick
r.de~.l Commun1ca~ion. Comm1••
1919 M Sueet, I. W.
10••••
W••hin,ton, D.C. 20554

Deaz Denni.,

I .m writift9 concerning the CO••il,lon'l ~.l.y in the
proa•••in, of the applioation (rl1e 10•• ll012KZ) f11ed ~y

Community Tel••iI1on o~ lout~"n California ('XCZT·) for
co~at~uctiOft o! • new coamerclal talevilion .ta\1on to operate on
Channel 11 1n 'aker.field, Cal1~orni••

That applicat!on propo••• tAl 'lrlt oCt-the-a1r .¥~~~o
tele.i.lon .ervice to ODe of the few .re..inin9 major metropolitan
.re•• of ~b y with"", ueh ••,vice. laTta appl1.cation i.
lubject to the fr.... impo.e4 by tal rldltal eu~muniCQt106'
Co.-i••ion (rcc) \0 ...gr. the a.ailability of .p.ctrum for hifh
definition tel••i.1on.

However, I under.tand that ICIT ha. r.que.~e6 a wai••r of thlt
f~ee•• ~J 4e.oa.t%atin, that graftt of an application to operate on
Channel • will not adv.~••ly affect the availability of .pectrum
fo~ hiGh definition televilioft.

% have ~e.n advi... that the waiver requ•• t hi' ~e.n p.n~1n9

before the ICC fo~ aia ~ftth. and that until it i ••~t.4 on, the
Comai••1on cannot be,in the procel' of conliderint whether XCZT ' •
app11oat1on for a competing .ppli~ation which ha. been filed ~y
~ Channel 11, Inc. for the .a.e channel ~e 9ranted. Thl. delay
1. thUI denyin9 the proapte.t po••ible In.t1tution of pUblic
tel.vi.1on .ervi~. 1ft the Baker.field are.

Thank you in advance for yo

00 slid



Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn
Washington Square 1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.

Washington. D.C. 20036·5339

Theodore D. Frank
(202) 857·6016

May 16, 1989

Richard Hildreth, Esquire
Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth
1225 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20036

Dear Mr. Hildreth:

~J;~
.// I

'..

I am enclosing for your information a copy of a
letter which Congressman William M. Thomas sent to the Federal
Communications Commission concerning the application of Com­
munity Television of Southern California (KCIT) for a new
noncommercial educational station in Bakersfield, California.
KCET received a copy of this letter only recently. Also
enclosed is a copy of a letter I sent to the Commission with
respect to Congressman Thomas' letter •

.v~ry ~~.I,!~U~,I~~~----7L..'-.~ /
" TheodClI.'tt O. r4a!"~

Counsel for Community
Television of Southern
California

Enclosure

Telephone: (202) 857·6000 C"-: ARFOX Telex: WU 892672 ITT ~2fJ8 TeIec:opier: (202) 857·8395



Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn
Washington Square 1050 Connecticut Avenue. NW.

Wastllngton. DC 20036·5339

Theodore D Frank
(202) 857-6016

May 16, 1989

Mr. Edward J. Minkel
Managing Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 852
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mr. Minke1 I

I am writing in connection with the enclosed copy of
a letter from Congressman William M. Thomas to members of the
Commission in connection with the application of Community
Television of Southern California for a new noncommercial
educational television station to operate on Channel *39 in
Bakersfield, California. (FCC File No. BPBT-881012KE). Com­
munity Television received a copy of that letter only recently.
Since its application is mutually exclusive with the applica­
tion of KMTP Channel 18, Inc. for the same facilities, I am
forwarding a copy to you for inclusion in the appropriate
Commission public files.

Sincerely yours,

-
Theodore D. Frank
Counsel for Ca.-unity

Television of Southern
California

CCI Richard Hildreth, Esquire~~

bec I Glenn C. Schroeder, EsquiJ:e
Mr. Joseph J. Sands

TelephOne: (202) 857-6000 Cable: AAFOX Telex: WU 892672 ITT «0266 Telec:opier: (202) 857·6395
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Co_i••ioners
Federal Co..unicationa Commission
Wasbinqton, D.C. 20554

Dear Sirs:

Aa the u.s. Con9r•••••n repre••ntin9 Kern County, in the
southern San Joaquin Valley of Calitornia, I •• writ1nq the
Federal co..unication co.-ission on behalf ot the application ot
KCET of toa Anqele., tor ETV Channel 39 in Xern County.

KCET would help serve Xern County's econoaic diversification
efforts. In addition, thare are already nearly 1,000 KCET
sUbscriber. in Kern County. I hope you will give KCET'.
application your full consideration. It you need to discuss this
with me, pl•••• con~act my ottica.

:r;;e
WILLIAM M. 'l'IIONAS
Members of Conqra.a

WMT/jpn

.v



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Marnette Clemons, a secretary in the law firm of

Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, do hereby certify that true copies

of the foregoing "Opposition to Petition to Deny" were sent this

1st day of October, 1990, by first-class United States mail,

postage prepaid, to the following:

*Mr. Keith Larson
Chief
Low Power Television Branch
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 712
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Theodore D. Frank, Esquire
Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin & Kahn
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-5339

Counsel for Community Television
of Southern California



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Marnette Clemons, a secretary in the law firm of

Fletcher, Heald & Hildreth, do hereby certify that true copies

of the foregoing "Opposition to Petition to Deny" were sent this

6th day of November, 1990, by first-class United States mail,

postage prepaid, to the following:

*Mr. Clay Pendarvis
Chief, Television Branch
Mass Media Bureau
Federal Communications Commission
Room 700
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Theodore D. Frank, Esquire
Peter Tannenwald, Esquire
Arent, Fox, Kintner, Plotkin

& Kahn
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20036

Counsel for Community Television
of Southern California, Inc.

*By Hand


